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THE ORGANS OF SPEECH.

horizontal floor of the nasal cavity forwards, terminating
under the upper end of the nasal bone ; the anterior
margin then starts upwards at a right angle, passing
nearly to the roof of the nasal cavity. The hypotenuse
which connects these two lines is formed by the attach-
ment of the turbinated bone to the lateral mass of the
ethmoid. It is the same line which has already been
mentioned as continuing the under surface of the body
of the sphenoid, and forming the upper boundary of the
air-passage. It is clear that this line must ascend as it

FIG. 31.

Horizontal section of the nasal cavity below the attachment of the inferior turbinated
bone, viewed from above, a, Floor of the nasal cavity, terminating behind with the
posterior margin of the hard palate, the anterior margin of the bony floor indicated by
the dotted line; 6, view through the nostril; c, antrum ; d, pterygoid process of the
sphenoid; e, integument of the external nose.

passes forwards, and consequently that the air-passage,
the roof of which is marked by the under surface of the
middle turbinated bone, must be higher before than
behind. The importance of this construction probably
consists less in forcing the air through the ensuing pos-
terior contraction, as in the fact that space is given for all
the air which enters the nasal cavity in the air-passage,
and that it is thus kept back from the chamber of the
organ of smell.